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LOCAL TEACHERS PARTICIPATE IN UM SEMINAR ON AMERICAN POLITICS 
MISSOULA —
Twenty-seven Montana high school and elementary educators 
and two out-of-state teachers participated in a seminar on 
American politics July 5-15 at the University of Montana.
The annual Taft Seminar for Teachers aims at teaching the 
educators more about the workings and benefits of American 
representative democracy, especially the two-party system and how 
it works in Montana.
Elected officials, political experts, journalists and UM 
professors taught the classes. The seminar was cosponsored by UM 
and the New York-based Taft Institute of Government, named for 
the late Ohio Sen. Robert A. Taft.
The seminar participants, their schools and hometowns are: 
Fay Allen-Talsma, Ridge School in Alzada, Thompson Falls; Michael 
Beyer, Whitewater Schools, Hinsdale; Bert Blackman, Alberton 
Public Schools, Alberton; Marta Brooks, School District No. 28, 
St. Ignatius; Kevin Calnan, LASER alternative program of School 
District No. 5, Kalispell; Marsha Christensen, Helena High 
School, and Susan Watne, Warren Elementary School, both of 
Helena; Jennifer Copley, Hellgate High School, Maureen McKinnon 
Edwards, Lolo Middle School, Deena Ervin, Victor Schools, Elaine 
Rose, Prescott Elementary School, and Mark Thane, principal of 
Target Range School, all of Missoula; Kathy Doolittle, Corvallis
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Elementary School, Florence; William Foy, Lolo Middle School, 
Lolo; Connie Gates, Heritage Christian School, Bozeman; Hal 
Hawley, principal of Broadus Elementary School, Broadus; James 
Konen, Butte Central High School, and Patricia Scown, Whittier 
Elementary School, both of Butte; Ray Maier, Cut Bank High 
School, and Sandra Murphy, Ann Jeffries Elementary School, both 
of Cut Bank; Debra McGowan, librarian for Poplar Middle School, 
Poplar; Brian Patrick, formerly of Broadwater County High School, 
Townsend, and now principal of Broadus High School, Broadus; Marc 
Shackleton, Gildford High School, Gildford; Gary Smith, principal 
of Chinook High School, Chinook; Archie Tamietti, Victor 
Elementary School, Victor; Penny Thomas, Swan Valley Elementary 
School, Condon; Larry Wilkerson, Lincoln Elementary School, Miles 
City; Richard Medlar, Dickinson High School, Dickinson, N.D.; and 
Linda Sheely, Everett High School, Everett, Wash.
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